
-

This version 24110/97

INTERIM HERITAGE PLACES REGISTER

CITATION

Name of Placer AINSLIE PUBLIC AND PRIMARY SCHOOLS, BRADDON

I,OCATION OF PLACE:

Section and Block Suburb: Block I Section 3l Braddon

Area bounded by: Bounded by Donaldson Street, Elouera Street, Elder Street and Limestone Avenue,
including verges

- FEATURES INTRINSIC TO THE HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE PLACE:

The features intrinsic to the heritage significance of the place are:

. Ainslie Primary School Building and former shelter sheds

r the former Ainslie Public School Building arld former lavatory
. original intemal fittings; and
o associatedlandscape.

The establishment of the Ainslie Schools played a pivotal role in the development ofthe community to the north
of Civic Cenhe. The site has a high degree of integrity with intact street and site planting, continuity of
educational use and relatively intact built elements and original internal fittings.

The site exemplifies community schools in the garden city ideals of WB Grifhn, John Sulman and the

FCAC/FCC as interpreted by horticultudst, TCG Weston, and the Federal CapitavArt Deco stylists of the late

1920s and 1930s; including JS Murdoch, RM Rolland, C Whitley and EH Henderson. The Public School (1927)

was ope ned by Prime Minister Rt Hon SM Bruce.

The Ainslie Schools' site has a high potential for cultural interpretation. It is pafl of a heritage precinct which

evidences the application of garden city principles, formal planning for the nation's capital and the social history
of early Canberra.

The original internal layout evidences Public School philosophy ofthe time, in particular with regard to
segegation of the sexes and class size. The Primary School is believed to be the first in Auskalia to be planned

with a library, tiered lecture room seating and a needlework room.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:

This buitding together with its companion infants school facing Doonkuna Street forms an excellent example of
buildings perhaps unique in style to Canberra. The mature trees and well maintained grounds contibute to the
importance ofthis group. These two schools are a significant part ofthe grouping termed "Federation Canbena".
The fagade facing Donaldson Street, the entry Foyer and the library are of Panicular significance.

SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS:
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1.2

In accordance with s.54(l) ofthe Land (Planning and Environment) Act 1991, the following requirements are

identified as essential to the conservation ofthe heritage significance ofthis place. These requirements are

prepared to implement the following conservation policy for the place:

. The school buitdings, shelter sheds, former layatory original internal fittings and grounds are to be

conserved and appropriately maintained consistent with their heritage significance.

Any action affecting (he requirements to conserve the heritage significance of this place is development under

Part VI ofthe Land Act and requires approval prior to undertaking the activity. To undertake development
without prior approval may constitute an offence.

Ll

Reouirements Relatins to the Buildine

Alterations and additions, including alterations to finishes (such as painting and adding or removing wall
claddings), must reflect and complement the architectural style of the original stucture
Demolition shall not be permitted, other than in exceptional circumstances, including circumstances in
which the structures are structurally unsound and beyond economic repat or where there are signihcant
public health and safety reasons to warrant demolition. All prudent and feasible alternatives to
demolition will need to have been explored before demolition is considered. The demolition oforiginal
building fabric shall only be allowed in the context of sympathetic alteration and additions.

Requirements R€latins to the Settine

The established landscape character of the place shall be retained.

Construction of new landscape elements in the place shall only be permitted where it can be

demonstrated to the satisfaction of the Heritage Council, that the new elements do not adversely affect
the landscape setting of the place.
All mature landscape elements are to be conserved and appropriately maintained, including the street

tree planting: Engli sh Oak (Querus robur)and Nettle Trees (Celtis occidentalis),and original hedges;

Japanese Spindle tree (Evonymus japonica Aureo variegata) and Firethom (Pyracantha angustifolia).
The original symmetrical layout, including tennis courts, playing helds and circulation routes centred on
the main axis is to be retained

Reouirements Relatine to Original Fittines

All original fttings including stylized Art Deco lettering, grills, chevron vents, cornices, architraves,

doors, parqueted floors, brass handrails, light fittings, comices, doors, furniture, tiles, blackboards,

bubblers, furniture made for the building and bronze doors at the main entry, shall be retained.

MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS:

In assessing this place for the interim Heritage Places Register, the Council recommends that the following
actions and activities should be undertaken which will enhance the heritage values ofthe place. They are made

as recommendations and haye no legal effect:

1. that detailed conservation and management planning policies be prepared, in consultation with the ACT
Heritage Council. It is recommended that these plalning policies be consistent with the Conservation
and Management Plan prepared in 1986/87 by Dowling Freeman Pty Ltd. These policies should be

updated periodically to retain their relevance.
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Attachment A

IACKGROUND INFORMATION

. DESCRIPTION OF PLACE:

\INSLIE PUBLIC AND PRIMARY SCHOOLS, BRADDON.
ihe building is two storied rendered brick symetdcal about an axis along Gooreen Street. The stepped faqade and the

nterior have simple "Art Deco" decorative elements such as vents, grills, cornices and light fittings. The interior finishes

.re all good qualiry, with original parquetry, tiling and brass hand-rails still intact. The tiont doors are bronze. The

ruilding is naturally ventilated and centrally heated.

I. STATUS OF PLACE AT NOMINATION DATE:
Classified 30/3/81

i. BACKGROUND:

I. RELEVANT PRINCIPAL NATIONAL HISTORIC THEMES:

;. ANALYSIS AGAINST THE CRITERIA SPECIFIED IN SCTIEDULE 2 OF THE LAND (PLANNING

AND ENVIRONMENT) ACT 1997

Section 56 the criteria for the assessment of the heritage significance of places are:

(i) a place which demonstrates a high degree of technical and/or creative achievement, by showing qualities of
innovation or departure, or repr€senting a new achievement of its time;

(ii): a place which exhibits outstanding design or aesthetic qualities valued by the community or a cultural
group;

(iii) a place which demonstrates a distinctive way of life, taste, tradition, religion, land use, custom' process'

design or function which is no longer practised, is in danger of being lost, or is of exceptional interest;

(iv): a place which is highly valued by the community or a cultural group for reasons ofstrong or special

religious, spiritual, cultural, educational or social associations;

(r. a place which is the only known or only comparatively intact example of its type;

(vi) a place which is a notable example of a class of natural or cultural places or landscapes and which

demonstrates the principal characteristics of that class;

(vii) a place which has strong or special associations with a person, group, event, development or cultural phase

which ptayed a significant part in local or national history;

(viii) a place which represents the €yolution of a natural landscape, including signilicant geological features,
landforms, biota or natural processes;

(ix) a place which is a significant habitat or locality for the life cycle of native species; for rare, endangered or
uncommon species; for species at the limits of their natural range; or for district occurrences of species;

(x) a ptace which exhibits unusual richness, div€rsity or signilicant transitions of flora, fauna or natural
landscapes and their elemenis; or

(xi) a place which demonstrates a likelihood of providing information which will contribute signilicantly to a
wider understanding of natural or cultural history, by virtue of its us€ as a research site, teaching site, type
locality or benchmark site.
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own or Diirricrl Ainslie AINS],IE PRIMARY SCflOOI

(Nsm. or ldentiticaiion of

Dona.l-d son Street,
Sraddon, A.C.T.

260r.

{Address or Location)

Post Cods 260\
Local Govt Area

Author of Ms.M. l,IcDougall
Propo!61

Dste oI
Proposal 10.1.81
Suggest€d --Listins Ul-aSSJ-ty
Csteoorv

Bibliogrephy

Paper by Ms. ltt. McDougal-1

/q.c2

Ownar and Addr€ss

D.C.T.Committ.c
(Trust Us6l

councir Classified
firust Ur€) 30.3.e1 

^/EaDescription

Stylo
Construction
Us€
Archit€ct/s
Buildor/s
DEt€ of
Construction
Proaont

Briefly cov6r the points on lho lollowing ch€ck li51 wh€ra thay ara rolavant and within vour knowl.dg6.
Desigrred. i\ L9t6 and opened. lJ Septenber 1918, as a prrin'"T. schoo)-, this
builei.::s' is now the Ajlslie Public SchooL; housing both infants andprtna::5r. fhe 3ui1d.ing cost 9t4754 and was the first government priroaty
school in Australia to incorporate in its initiaL pla.n, a lecture roorc
and needlework roon. fhe build-ing is 2 storied rendered brick, slrruetrical
about an a.:cis along Goreen street. The stepped facad.e and the interior have
sfu[p]e rrart d.ecort style alecorative elemeats such as vents- sri:lls oor'ri aes'ondition

.l istory
Ownort
Boundarias
ot propos€d
li5ting

sil[ple I'art d.eco' style alecorative elemeats such as vents, gri11s corrrices
and light fittirgF. The interior finishes are all gooa qu:,1ity, with orig:iJrr
parquetzy, tiling and brass handrail s sti1l intact. The front doors arebronze. Recent renovations have d.etracted. froe the first floor and. rea:c
but the facad"e, entry foyer and library are stil} basically intact. The
buil-ding is naturally ventilated and centrally heated.
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Roaloni ror li3tins Together this and its conpanion infants school facing Doonkuna street
fonn an excellent example of build.ings perhaps unlque in style toCanberra. The nature trees aJId well naintained groiund.s coniribute tothe importance of thiis group. These schools fori part of the grouping
te:med. rFed.eration Canberra[.
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Recent renovations have spoiit the first floor
and reari but the facade, the entry foyer and
library are stilL basically intact ilibrary has
been extended at one end). The building rs
nalurally venti].l.ated (and worke well), and is
centrally hea ied,

Together, the schools fotl[ an excerient exanpte
of buildii.ngs perhaps \rnj"que ho Canberra (in stylel-
The slrnetry, and the setting are el-enents cornrnon
to other early Canberra public bui-ldings, The
bui.ldings are intacl, and the matut-e trees
and well uaintained grou-nds contribube to the
Lnportance of the group.

ource : A booklet produeed for the SOth.nniversary of the schooi givrng the history,
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