
NATIONAL TRUST REGISTER OF SIGNIFICANT PLACES

CITATION (not€ says "Ciration wrinen" but there is no copy on the 6le. E)

NAME OF PLACE: COTTER DAM WALL

O) COTTER DAI\4 WALL (ORIGINAL LEVEL) COTTER AND MURRUMBIDGEE
(2) TUNNEL - COTTEB DAM (COTTER VALLEY) TO COTTER PUMPING, STATION
(I\4URRUI/lBIDGEE VALLEY)
(3) WOODEN COTTAGES SUPPOFITING COTTER PUMPING.$TATION

LOCATION OF PLACE: COT,TER AND MURRUMBIDGEE CONFLUENCE AREA

1. A concrete gravity dam wall built between 1912 and 1915. lt was originally proposed to be
30.5 metres high but was only completed to the 18.3 metre level. The wa height was raised
to 25.8 metres in 1949-51.

2. The original water main kom the Cotter Dam passed through this concrele lined tunnel
then underthe bed of the lvlurrumbidgee to the suction side of the Cotter pumping station.
While a second section (unlined) was driven in 1949-51 as part of the work of raising the dam
this formal recording relates only to the original concrete lined tunnel under the ridge between
the Cotter and Murrumbidgee Rivers.

3' The wooden cottages typical ot workman's accommodation provid€d in the early days ol
Canberra's building are still retained for use by water supply staff.

F'EATURES INTRINSIC TO THE HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE PLACE:

The fbatures intrinsic to the heritage significance of the place arc:

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Each of these i(ems are original basic components of the early provision of a water supply for Canberra. The
dam wall and the tunnel are expected to retain a useful life of considerable duration.

SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS:

The following requirernents are identified as €ssenrial to the conservarion of the herirage significance of this
place. These requirernents are prepared ro implement the following conservarion policy for the placel

1. Reouirem€nis Relatinq to th€ Buildins

1.1 Not applicable
t.2
2. Reouirem€nts Relatins to th€ Scttine
21
2.2



MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS:

In assessing this place for the interim Heritage Places Regisrer, the Trust recommends that the following
actions and activities should be undertaken which will enhance lhe heritage values of the place.

DOCUMENT HISTORY

L date Draft citation considaed by Council at Meering (number)

2. date Revised citation for Council Meeting (number).......APPROVED/NOT APPROVED

3. date Submitted for inclusion in interim Heritage Places Register



Attrchnr€nt A

BACKGROIJND INFORMATION

1. DESCRIPTION OF PLACE:

1. A concrete gravity dam wall built between 1912 and 1915 |t was originally proposed to

be 30.5 metres high but was only completed to ihe 18 3 metre level. The wall height was raised to

25.8 metres in 1949-51.

2. The original water main from the Cotler Dam passed through this concrete lined tunn€l

then under the bed ol the Murrumbidgee to the suction side ol the Cotter pumping station While a

second section (unlined) was driven in 1949-51 as part of lhe work of raising the dam this formal

recording relates only to the o ginal concrete lined tunnel under lhe ridge between the Cotter and

Murrumbidgee Rivers.

3. The wooden cottages typical of workman's accommodation provided in the early days of

Canberra's building are still retained for us€ by water supply stafl

2. STATUS OF PLACE AT NOMINATION DATE:

Recorded October 1983

3. BACKGROUND:

4. RELEVANT PRINCIPAL NATIONAL HISTORIC THEMES:

5. ANALYSIS AGAINST THE CRTTERIA SPECIFIED IN SCHEDULE 2 OF THE LAND

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT) ACT 1991

Under S€ction 56 th€ crit€ria for the ass€ssment of th€ heritege signiltcancc of places arcr

(i) a place which demonstrates a high degree of technical a Vor crcstiv€ achiev€m€nt, by showing

qualities of innovation or deParturc, or represenfng a n€\Y achievement of its timei

(ii): a plac€ *hich €xhibits outstrnding d€rign or aesthetrc qualities valu€d bv the communitv or a

cultural group;

(iii) a placc which demoNtrat€s a distinctiv€ way of life' taste, tradition, .eligion' land u3e' custom,' 
process, ddign or function which is no lotrger practis€d, is in datrg€r of being lost, or i! of
€xc€ptionel interest;

(iv): a place which is highly valued by the community or a cultural group for reasoff of strong or
specid religious, spiritual, cultural' €ducational or socisl s$ociatioB;

(v) a place which is the onty known or or y compantively intact €xsmple ofih tlTei

(vi) a place which is a notable example of a class of natural or cultur.l places or lsndscap€s and

which dcmonstrates th€ principal characteristics of that class;

(vii): a plrc€ which has strong or sp€cial $sociations with a Pelson, group, ev€nt' develoPment or
cultural phase which played a signiffcant part in local or tration.l history!

(viii) s place which r€prcsents the evolutron of a mtur.l landscape, induding signiffcrnt g€ologicsl

featur6, landforms, biota or natural processes;



(ix) a place which is a signilicant habitat or locdity for the life cycl€ of native speciesi for rarc,
endangcred or uncommon speciesi for species at the limits of th€ir naturrl rengei or for district
occurrences of sp€cies;

(x) a place which exhibits unusud richn€ss, diversity or signilicant transitions of flora, fauna or
natural landscap€s ad th€ir €l€ments; or

(xi) a plac€ which demonstrat€s a lik€lihood ofproviding inlormation which will cortribute
signiffcantly to a wid€r understanding of lraturd or cultursl history, by virtu€ of its use as a
rescarch sit€, t€aching site, type locality or benchmark site.

6, REFERENCF,S:
Author Titl€ date publication


