
NATIONAL TRUST REGISTER OF SICNIFICANT PLACES

CITATION

NAME OF PLACE: CUPPACUMBALONG WOOLSHF.D COMPLF.X

FEATURES INTRINSIC TO THE HERITACE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE PLACE:

The farures intrinsjc 10 ihe heritage ngniircanoe ofte ptace a.e:

LOCATION OF PLACE

a) Block 216 Paddy's Rivcr, Cuppacumbalong Woolshed Complex is located near the confluence oi
the Gudgenby and Murrurnbidgee Rivers. 2 kilometres south ofTharwa, on river flals to the west
of the Munumbidgee.

b) Map 200576/12. Grid Reference 205400 ' 576750.

c) The complex is bounded by Naas Road, Snith's Road, and lbe Gudgenby River.

d) The area is approximately I heclare.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:

The complex presents a clear example ofthe self contained nature of a shear;ng complex and illustraies
the iacilitics provided fbr. and the way oflife of shearers on a large sheep grazing property.

The woolshed is a good example ofballoon framing and bush carpentry rclaining originalintegriry. Ii
still retains some elenenls ofthe o ginal machinery as wellas progr€ssive eras oflechnology.

The landscape setting and scale ofthe woolshed serve as reminders ofthe times when
Cuppacumbalong was the cenlre of a pastoral community, and of Tharwa Village and its owners
producer oflarge quantities offine wool.

SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS:

The lollowing requirernents are identified as essential lo $e conservation ofthe heritage significance
ofthis place. These requircments arc prepared to implement fie following conservarion policy for rhe
place:
l. Requirements Relatinq to the Buildinc
l l Not applicable

1 2 Thc exisling built elernents listed below are to be conserved in accordance with a conservalion and
management plan 10 be prepared and submitted !o the Herilage Council of the ACT fbr approval lvirhin
a time specified by the Council in consullation with the lessee (s):
. Thc woolshed and yards.
. The sheep dip.
. The shearers quarters or dormitory, kitchen/dining, overseers two-roomed huts, showers, lanks,

toileis.



2. Bss!!94e!s-Belcl!!e-!s39&g!!c

Tbe existing landscape fbatures musl be conserved in accordlncc wiih a conservalion managemenl plan

to be prepared and subm illed to the Heritage Council of the ACT for approval within a time tiame

specified by the Council and in consultation wilh the lessees.

. eucalypt plantings
. willows by the Gudgcnby River
. holding paddocks

. cultivation paddock

MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS:

In assessing this place fbr lhe interim Heritage Places Regislc., the Trust recommends thal lhe

lbllowing actions and activities should be undertaken which will enhanc€ lhe heritage Yalues ofthe

DOCTJMENT HISTORY

l. date Drafl citation considered by Council ai Meeting (number)

2. 315182 Revised citation lor Council Meeting(number)..... APPRO\€D

3. dale Submitted for inclusion in inlcrim Herilage Places Regisier



BACKGROI]ND INFORMATION

1. DESCRIPTION OF PLACE:

The cornplex comprises ofwoolshed, yards. sheep dip, shearers' quaflcrs ofkitchen, dormitory or
bunkhousc, overseer's lwo-roomed hul , showers, water tanks, loilcl, lbnces. cultivation and holding
paddocks and planrings.

The woolshed is galvanised iron. whh a sawn tinber tiame and on timber stumps. Framed in sawn
timber, the structure is entirely clad in galvanised iron excepl for the wall area adjacent to the stands
which is clad in wood. It is ofa balloon frame construciion which is a system using relatively thin
sawn timber members nailed rogether. It is so called because ofthe lightness ofthe stud walling, floor

Inlernally thc shed displays aclassic T shape. Themainfloorconsistsoftwoareas;9xl02feet
(approx 3rn x 34m) wilh wooden boards for the 'flool, and 3l x I02 feet (l0m x 34m), baltened, for the
pens. A simple wing lunctions as tbe classing and pressing area. On the south€m side there are 5

srands witb Wolscley power shafl driven by electric notor, and external chutes to tally pens. An
overseer'Vmachine room is located at the south western end ofthe shed. Within the dividing wallon
rhe lefi hand side of the entry into tbe overseer'Vmachine room a combs and culrcrs box is silurted.
The overseers/machine room houses a single cylindcr magneto ignilion 'Lisler" engine c1928 no
longer connected to the shafi, wirh instructions for supervisors glued to the wall nearby and a Cooper
double ended blade grinder with straps and pullcy (possibly 1928).

A large mehl scale, W & T Avcry Lld Birmingham c1920 and two wool presses remain in silu on the
nain area ofrhe shed. One press is wooden with hand operated ratchet pull down mechanism. Ithas
the maker's mark "C KOERSTZ' on the lowerportion and is enbossed with white design on the upper
seclions. A large red metal Sunbeam Hydromalic wool prcss is locatcd bcside Lhc older press.

Thc inrcrnal walls bear wool classerJ mark and tallys while thc back doors have stencil markings.
"L,KIRSCHNER".

Lighting is by rooflighls ovcr the floor, supplenented by wall windows and electric lighting in the

classing and shearing areas. Venlilation is provided by door and window openings plus the batlened

The roof is hipped with gutters thai originally drained into rainwater tanks. A galvanised iron waler
lank 10 supplement tbe rainwater is supporled on a steel tower on the south easlern side ofthe shed.

The yards consrructed liom limbor post and rail with batlen gares are on the southcrn side ofthe sbed.
They retain their original posirion (c I 892) rhough havc pcriodically bccn rc buih.

The d ip lies south east of the shed, approximalely 200m from the shed, and I 00m from the river. ll is
cement rendered with morticcd post and rail lence in nccd ofrcpai.

The shearerJ quarlers, erected nonh ofthe woolshed in a group ofeucalypls, consisl ofa bunkhousc or
dormirory buill in wood and galvanised iron on concrete stumps. A large waler lank and a batMaundry
is alongside. In fiont ofthe bunkhouse is lhe kitchen dining roon in wood galvanised iron and brick
on limber stumps. l1s two chimneys are sandslock brick possibly c1900 and the inspection ofroof
structure indicates sirnilariries in age and design !o the woolshed. An early Metters srove is lying under
the eastern section ofthe building. Asmallb ckflatroofed addition, a bath/laundry isadjacentlothe
chimneys and a water tank collects rain f.om the roof.

Parallel and closest to the woolshed is the overseer's quarlers, two rooms conslructcd in wood with
galvanised iron and on concrete stumps. The quarlers are shaded by a dump ofeucalypls. The toilet is
located 50m south west ofthe quaners.



The fences, post 1950, havc wood posts and three strand wire - they appear io havc been rc,useo.

Old cultivalion paddocks lbr lucernc to 1870's are located dose to the dip and the holding paddocks for
shearing are in the paddock area belween Naas Road and the Gudgenby River.

The vegetalion in the area is modified savanna wilh Eucalyplus mclliodora,. E. bridgesiana and E.
blakelyi are lbund in regeneraring tussock grassland and improved pasturcs. Plantings ofwillow are
found near rhe Cudgenby River.

The area also accommodates acampsite thal is part ofthe Bicenlennial Riding T.ial. It consisls ofa
wire lenccd enclosure and an outside BBQ.

STATUS OF PLACE AT NOMINATION DATE:

Recorded by the NationalTrust ofAuslralia (NSw) 3 May 1982.

Cldlsified by rhe National Trust ofAustral'a (ACT)
Submission ibr ACT Heritage Regisrer and date 1990

NCDC Sires ofSignificance, Volume No lV, Page No. 126.

ACT leased land. Lessee CORANCA Pastoral Company, Hall, Tony Johnson.

2.

3. BACKGROUND:

Whilsr aboriginal occupation ofthe west bank ofthe Murumbidgee is known to have daled liom
20,000 years ago, rhe first official white occupation in thc Tharwa area was in 1837 when a licencc was
granled 1o George Webb. Webb moved outside the selded counlics, (rv€r the Mununbidgce with his
wife and daugbler Eliza and built his home in the ridge near the pres€nt day Tharwa Bridge on land he

called "Porl Hole'. Webb later moved to Tidbinbilla, and James Wright oflanyon relocated io Por!
Hole. Maps of 1847 indicate James wright as owner of th€ property, which was r€named
Cuppercumbalong (aboriginal meaning'meeting of the waters').

ln 1848 J.J. Wright, relocaied from Lanyon to Cuppacumbalong, erected rhe fi$i permanent
homestead. By 1856 he had sold io L€opold Fane de Salis who used il as h€ad station to his vast
grazing empire. and i! was around the employment provided a! Cuppacumbalong that the snall village

Cuppacumbalong. as i! became known, was looated on the tbrd atTbarwa close !o thejunction oftbe
cudgenby and Murrumbidgee River possibly to take advantage of the natural river crossings and tracks
csrablished by 1838, and to control access to and grazing on the River t'lats.

A woolshcd would appear 10 have operated al some distance from the homestead since the mid 19$
century. In the 1 870s it was recorded as being in the 'Lower Paddock . The location of shearers huts in
Lagoon Paddock until at least 1913. just north ollhe present woolshed, would suggest that 'Lower
Paddock was in lhe vicinity and may possibly have been in the area of ihe old crossing tbr Smith's
Road, which would have served as a stock route 10 other De Salis properties. The localion ofthe
earlier woolshed would appear to have been determined by lhe circulation ofslock in relationship to
waler, pasture and the Naas Road (R Hobbs 1993).

In 1890 the properly was transferred to the Union Bank, and il is thought that thc prescnl woolshed was

erected by thc Bank c1892-3 1o make the property more aftactive {o polenlial purchascrs. (Tbe shed
incorporated all delelopmcnts al rhal lime undcr one rool sweating pens, catchers pens, engine room
and l2 Wolseley equipped stands symmctrically placed on either side ofthe woolclassing and
pressing area.) In I 899 the properly was boughl by F. Carnpbcll and G.C. Perry Circuiti in 19 10, 61 18

acres of Cuppacunbalong holding were purchascd by A.G. McKeahnie to run with his Booroomba

Moriarty valuation show the propcrly as'Holding 358. with 5l2l sheep and two sheep to three acres
(ie. approx 7,500 acrcs).



From l92l -1924lhe properry was owncd by N.A. Thonson, and from I924-64 by F.N. Snow. At thar
limc it was purchased by Cuppaland Pry. Lrd. and the acreage was 2738 acrcs. Resumption took placc
in 1973 with continued pastoral use, bul wilh management by Agronomy and Landcare Division.
Presently, ie. I 994, Coranga Pasroral Cornpany (Tony John son) has use of rhe woolshed and ir
conlinues to bc usod ils original purpose.

Thc woolshed operates independently ofthe homeslead. There is no connection belween the original
fanilies and the property.

The first mechanical shearing machine was patented in America in 1856, but it was not until 1888 that
a system developed by the Australian Frederick Wolseley was successfully lested commercially.

B y the early 1900 s most large sheds had converlcd to machinc shoadng. (Hobbs I 993. ) It is believed
ihat Cuppacumbalong sbed was (hc first shed in the ACT 1() bo specifically built for machinc shearing
mther than being convcrted.

The woolshed was built in two or three slagesi
. 1892 the main rectangular shed area,
. pre-1916 the shorr annex ro the east containing pressing and (orage, and
. 1920s lean-lo extension tbr storage.

Internally there is a progression of machinery from 1890 s slill in situ.

The pasioral landscape ofthe late 191h century Canberra region was one of large pastoral boldings with
villageJike homesteads, rnd sirnple vernacular buildings. The decision to locare the Federal Capital
Territory in the Yass Canberra area had signiflcanr etiect on rhe pastorrl emprres oi rhe L9h cenlury

Most o l lhe other large early properties were acquired betw€en I 9 I I - I 9 I 6, and their woolsheds were
no lo.ser used fbr their original purpose.
. Canbeny AcioD 1911

. Dunaoon (C) t9t2

. Yanalumla (C) 1912

. Tuggeranong (C) 1916.

. Lanyon (C), though not acquired tili 1920s, and still operaling as a pastoral enterprise. has a shed

built c1920.
. Booroomba (burned down, rcplaced 1990).
. Lambrigg (no woolsbed).

Cuppacumbalong was acquired in 1970's but ils shed is still used for its odginal purpos€ making it the
sole shed of the early large landholdings in the ACT of the late l9th cenlury still in continuous use.

Its location and orientation was in rcsponsc 10 sheep circulation lerain and roads of ihe I 8 80s. The dip
is located apprcximately 600rn from the 1892 woolshed and was used to de'lice the sheep.

The woolshed retains its rural integrity. It is prominently sited wiihin grazing land and has been a

landmark of the area fbr over 100 years.

The shearers quarters were ereoted post 1938 in rcsponse to the ACT Rural Workers Ordinance and
possibly re-using timber and w€re used by group of sheare$ who took up residenc€ for cerlain periods
each year. The old cultivation paddocks close to the dip were used fbr lucerne grazing to 1870s.

4. RELEVANT PRINCIPAL NATIONAL HISTORIC THEMES:

5. ANALYSIS AGAINST THE CRITERIA SPECIFIED IN SCHBDULE 2 OF THE LAND
(PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT) ACT 1997

Under Sectio. 56 the c.ite.ia fo. the asse$ment of th€ heritage sisnificance of places are:



Cuppacumbalong Woolshed and ils associated buildings demonstrate the raison detre ofa major lacet
ofpasroral life - wool production. It is of exceptional interest as a rem inder of earlier pastoral origins
ofthe ACT witb ils distinctive way oflife, prior to the declaration as the Federal Capilal Territory. and
prior !o increasing urbanisation which threatens the previously ruralnaturc ofthe area.

The complex is representative of the selfcontained nature of a shearing complcx and reflects the way

of life and working condilions olthe shearers. It is a reminder ofthe isohtion oilhc pasl when

shearers wer€ lbrced 10 reside on site for the dumtion contract rathcr than thc more acceplcd prcsent
practice oftravelling to work each day.

(iv): a place which is highly valued by th€ community or a cultural group for reasons of
strong or special r€ligious, spiritusl, cultural, educational or social associations;

(v) a place which is the only known or only comparatively inlact €xampl€ ofits type;

/2_.," f ff;i:'i;:"i,::tiif,ffJ:;"T'liT;;#li?i:1:,ff;iTi;i',""'etui"umachin€shea'incshed'

a,l ,l l' It Ls paflolrhe lernrcular rradition olbush carpenlry, and il is theepitome of light weight construclion
,'t olballouniramrngoirheume. 1! is intact. and slillrctains original as well as a progression ofpastoral

lechnology.

a plac€ which d€nonstrates a high degree of technical andor creative achievement, by
showing qualities ofinnovation or departure, or representing a new achi€vement of its
timei

a place which exhibits ouGtanding design or a€sthetic qualiti€s valued by the
community o. a cultural group;

a plsce which demonstrates a distinctive way of life, taste, tradition, religion, land use,
cnstom, proc€ss, design or function which is no longer pBctised, is in danger of being
lost, or is ofexceptional int€rest;

a place which is a signilicant habitat or locality for the lif€ cycle ofnatiye speciesi for
rare, endange.ed o. unconmon speciesi forsp€ci€s at the limits of their natural range;
or for district occu.re.ces ofspecies;

a plac€ which exhibits unusual richness, diversity orsignificant transitions offlora,
fauna or natural landscapes and th€ir elementsior

a placc which denonst.ates a lik€lihood ofprovidi.g informatioD which will contribute
signiffcantly ao a wider understanding ofnatural or cultu.al history, by virtue of its use
as a research site, t€aching site, type locality or benchmsrksite.

(i,

(ii):

(iit

(x)

("i) a place which is a notable exanple ofa class of natural or cultursl places orlandscapes
and hich d€monstrat€s th€ principal characteristics ofthat claisi

(vii): a place which has strong or special associations with a person, group, ev€nt, development
or culrural phase which played a signiffcart partin local o. natio.al histo.y;

Cuppacumbalong Woolshed has spccial associ:tlions !vith three prominenl idenlities; Campbells,
McKeahnie and Snow families who as pasbralists contribulcd significanlly over 80 years 10 the wcalth
and development of ihe arca.

Thc shcd too has significant links with the pastoral tradition on which Australias €arly national image
was relalcd. ll is also inseparable from the local history of the Tharwa area which was founded on the
wool industry inierests of Cuppacumbalong.

(viii) a place which rspr€senG the evolution ofa natu.al lanalscape, including signiffcant
geological feaaures, landforms, biota or natrral processesi

(ix)

(xi)
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. NCPA. Srer o/Sis" ificance Vol Iv
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Univefsity ofCanbeffa. NEGP 1993.
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Oral Sources
. J Hylcs, Booroomba
. Snow family, ex Cuppacumbalong
. Mrs Tony Johnson, Coranga Pastoral Company.

MORE INFORMATION ON FILE (EA)


