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The following report has been arranged under the current National Trust Strategic Plan 

strategies for heritage and heritage related activities. 

Strategy 1.1 – Promote heritage issues and information to the community 

 Centenary Border Walks Project – The drafts of the five walks in the northern 

areas of the border have been completed and reviewed by Matthew Higgins 

from the Museum of Australia – amendments and corrections have been made.  

The texts and images are now ready for publication. 

 6 July – met with Matthew Higgins at Museum of Australia to discuss tour 

routes in north and in south. 

 I will be taking a community group (Canberra Walkers) on a tour of one of the 

walks (Little Mulligans) on 21 August to promote the project. 

 28 May - Investigated a walk in the southern, Boboyan,  area of the border 

 20 – June (Sunday) - Conducted a community walk along West Basin of Lake 

Burley Griffin for Acton Walkways programme.  I give in-kind support from NT 

to this project by offering walks to their regular programme of events. 

 21 July – Guest Speaker at Canberra Archaeological Society/Centre for 

Archaeological Research joint lecture series. 

 Heritage in Trust – two articles were published in the August 2010 edition: 

Heritage Officer’s Report 

Book Review – Rugged beyond Imagination. Stories from an Australian 

mountain region 

 



Strategy 1.2 – Promote heritage awareness for students in schools and tertiary 

institutions. 
 Encouraged student participation in the 3rd Historical Archaeological workshop held on 

Saturday 3 July.  One student from Donald Horne Centre, UC, gave a presentation on 

artefacts retrieved from an archaeological excavation. 

 Assisted principal of Catholic primary school in Gungahlin to develop a tour to heritage 

places for the students.  Once the tour has been arranged by the school I will assist them 

as a guide. 

 

 

Strategy 2.1 – Advocate for identification and conservation of heritage places and 

objects in the ACT region 

 23 July – Submitted comments on Tidbinbilla Nature Park Management Plan 

 

 

Strategy 2.2 – Monitor ACT places and objects of heritage interest 

During the period I have visited the following places of historical/heritage interest: 

 Westermans Hut and grounds, Namadgi 

 Aboriginal artefact site near Westermans, Namadgi 

 Brayshaws Hut, Namadgi 

 Old Bus Depot buildings, Kingston 

 Charnwood homestead sites, Fraser 

 Timber border marker, Gooroooyarroo Nature Reserve 

 Stone border markers (lock spits) at Little Mulligans Flat 

 Stone border marker at basalt outcrop, southern Namadgi NP 

 Richard Moore’s 12 Mile Homestead site, Molonglo Valley 

 Several Aboriginal stone artefact scatters in Molonglo valley 

 Jerrabomberra Wetlands 

 Aboriginal scarred tree, Wanniassa 

 

 

Strategy 2.3 – Liaise with Governments on heritage matters 

 8 June – Advised and assisted member of the ACT Heritage Unit on signage 

project (in office) 

 9 June – Canberra Archaeological Society President, Helen Cooke, and I attended 

on-site discussion with Heritage Unit & ACTPLA representatives at Richard 

Moore’s 12 Mile homestead in the Molonglo Valley site regarding 

-  possible excavations, conservation and interpretation 

-  discussion on protection of Aboriginal sites 

- high level of investigation of other areas to be developed  



As a result, Canberra Archaeological Society with the support of the NT has 

submitted a proposal to ACTPLA & ACT Heritage Unit to carry out sub-surface 

archaeological excavations at the site. 

 9 June – meeting with NCA regarding management plans for Aspen Island & 

Parkes Place. 

 10 June – Meeting with manager of Heritage Unit regarding funding to put 

towards conservation of Ginninderra blacksmith Shop and The Valley Ruin.  NT 

will be assisting in these projects. 

 16 June – Attended Yarralumla Brickworks Reference Group second meeting 

with Land Development Agency.  Membership of the group was by invitation 

from LDA and consists of a number of stakeholders. 

 17 June – Advised and assisted member of the ACT Heritage Unit on signage 

project (second meeting) 

 8 July – Accompanied members of ACT Heritage Unit to sites of Charnwood 

homestead to investigate signage interpretation. 

 

 

Strategy 2.4 – Manage National Trust Classified and Recorded Places List & Heritage 

database. 

 Rationalization of our hardcopy files is continuing with voluntary work by Allan 

Kerr.  This is an on-going job.  

 Liz Kennedy, another of our dedicated volunteers, is working her way through the 

scanning of our records for uploading to our website.  Approximately 50 places to 

our website listings. 

 

 

Strategy 3.1 – Promote membership involvement in ACT heritage 

 Advice to members on heritage places and issues continued throughout the 

period.  Places of concern have been, Yarralumla Brickworks, Old Bus Depot 

buildings, Griffith Oval #1. 

 

 

Strategy 3.2 – Promote community involvement in ACT Heritage 

 May-June - Organised with CAS & UC a third historical archaeology workshop.  

Held at the Donald Horne Centre, UC, the workshop encourages members of the 

community and students to give presentations on places of historical/heritage 

value in the ACT and district. 

 3 June - Gave a paper at the workshop on Belconnen naval Transmitting Station. 

 

 



Strategy 4.1 – Conduct an active heritage media information program 

 

22 June 2010 Heritage Officer contacted by radio 2UE in Sydney to 

be interviewed live on Steve Leibman Show – subject 

was eco-cemeteries and the significance of traditional 

cemeteries – interviewed for 12 minutes. 

29 June Heritage officer contacted by Sydney rep for BBC to 

give a recorded interview for BBC World Service and 

Radio4 in UK – subject was eco-cemeteries and 

significance of traditional cemeteries.  Interview to be 

aired in July. 

20 July ACT- Heritage at Risk top places President contacted by Canberra Times, ABC 666 and 

commercial radio.  Article in CT 21 July, ABC666 News 

bulletins, President interviewed live. Article in CT 22 

July on Griffith Oval one of the places at risk.  

23 July  Interviewed (30 minutes) on 2XX regarding Heritage 

at Risk places 

 

Strategy 4.2 – Comment professionally on material planning and heritage issues 

 Released the 2010 Heritage at Risk list to ACNT and sent out a media statement. 

 2 July - Submitted comments to NCA on draft management plans for Aspen 

Island and Parkes Place. 
 

Strategy 4.3 – Promote high quality discussion & debate of heritage issues 

 18 June – First meeting, in office, of a group of historians & archaeologists 

formed to develop a programme and strategy to examine the indigenous and 

pre-colonial occupation of the ACT.  There has been no research on this aspect of 

ACT’s human history since the 1980s.  This group will apply for an Australian 

Research Council Linkage Grant to do the project in 2011.  Helen Cooke and I 

will be on the group representing the Trust and Canberra Archaeological Society.  

I am also a Visiting Fellow at School of Archaeology and Anthropology at ANU. 

 23 July – Second Meeting of the research group.  Invited were members of 

Traditional Owners group, archaeological & geomorphologcial staff /student 

from ANU & UC, and manager of the ACT Heritage Unit.  A third meeting will 

be held to consolidate input and begin developing a strategy and methodology. 



 24 June – Attended an ICOMOS meeting to discuss the current review process of 

the ACT Heritage Legislation. 

 

 

Strategy 5.8 - Manage Trust heritage resources 

 This is a continuing project of collecting written material on places and issues of 

heritage significance from media sources, government and professional reports.  
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