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Molonglo Valley Historic Sites 

The Molonglo Valley is the next area for large-scale urban 

development.  Two ruins of former small holdings associated 

with the rural history of the ACT have been identified: 

ȿ1ÐÝÌÙÝÐÌÞɀȮɯÛÏÌɯÍÖÙÔÌÙɯÏÖÔÌɯÖÍɯ(ÚÈÈÊɯÈÕËɯ$ÔÐÓàɯ!ÓÜÕËÌÓÓȮɯÈÕËɯ

ȿ3ÞÌÓÝÌɯ,ÐÓÌɀȮɯÍÖÙmer home of Richard More and family. A 

preliminary heritage assessment of the Molonglo Valley stated: 

ȿÊÖÔ×ÈÙÈÛÐÝÌÓàɯÍÌÞɯÙÌÔÈÐÕÚɯÈÙÌɯÚÜÍÍÐÊÐÌÕÛÓàɯÐÕÛÈÊÛɯÌÐÛÏÌÙɯÛÖ have entered the canons of 

oral history or to be ÙÌÊÖÎÕÐáÈÉÓÌɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÓÈÕËÚÊÈ×Ìȭɀɯ!ÖÛÏɯthese places and other yet 

unidentified places are threatened if further investigation does not take place. 

 

 

Yarralumla Brickworks 

The brickworks ceased operation in 1976 and since then the 

kilns and infrastructure have not been used for their original 

purposes.  Lack of regular maintenance and wilful neglect of 

the structures by successive government bodies over the years 

has led to a continual deterioration of the entire fabric of the 

place.  A new Heritage Management Plan (2010) has been 

prepared but the draft document was not released for public 

comment.  There are several fundament problems with the HMP which have been 

identified by the National Trust which would put at risk some of the heritage fabric of 

the place. 

 



 

 

The Valley Ruin, Gungahlin 

Although a Conservation Management Plan was done for the 

site over five years ago no conservation work has been done 

and the site has been left to deteriorate even though it is listed 

on the ACT Heritage Register.  However, there is some 

positive progress by the ACT Government.  Funds have been 

allocated from the 2010 budget towards a conservation 

programme which is expected to commence in the near future. 

 

 

Lake Burley Griffin and Foreshores 

There are strong pressures being exerted on open lands 

surrounding the Lake for multi level building developments.  

This has, and will further, diminish the open landscapes and 

public access to the Lake shores. 

 

 

 

Reid Housing Precinct 

The absence of a conservation management plan for Reid is a 

major contributor to the ongoing decline of the original 

Garden City design heritage values.  The heritage fabric of 

the precinct is being allowed to run down, municipal works 

are often inconsistent with the stated heritage values and a 

lack meaningful compliance action by ACT Government is 

compromising heritage values which have resulted in 

deterioration of values. 

 



 

Dickson/Lyneham Flats 

ACT Housing has made no clear decision on the future of 

this complex.  The main threat is the danger of demolition 

and/or decay by neglect. A draft Conservation Management 

Plan was prepared but it was far from perfect.  Since 

responses to the draft have been received there has been no 

announcement of future use. These places were on the 2008 

Heritage at Risk Listing. 

 

 

 

 

Brian Lewis Crescent Houses, ANU 

The ANU intended to demolish these houses as part of their 

planned development for housing and accommodation in the 

area.  These plans have been shelved for the present time but the 

threat of demolition still remains. 

 

 

Kowen Historic Sites 

The Kowen area of the ACT has several remnant buildings and 

structures relating to its early settlement and rural phase.  All 

places have been subject to steady deterioration from the 

elements due to lack of sufficient management and 

maintenance.  A CMP was completed by the National Trust for 

the Glenburn complex in 2002 which recommended 

conservation works.  Remedial conservation work has just begun this year.  A Conservation 

Management Plan for Colliers Stone Cottage ruin was completed by the National Trust in 2009 

but no work in implementing the conservation recommendations has began. 

 



Jerrabomberra Wetlands 

Jerrabomberra Wetlands is listed on the ACT Heritage 

Register. As part of an electrical easement upgrade for new 

suburbs a 1.4km long trench, 1.25m deep and 4m wide will be 

excavated across the wetlands partially destroying ancient 

channels (paleochannels) of the Molonglo River.  These 

channels have been identified as intrinsic heritage features of 

the wetlands.  While the National Trust has objected to the trenching we have asked that if there 

is no other viable alternative a detailed geomorphological and archaeological study be done 

during the excavations. 

 

 

Griffith Oval No.1 

The Brumbies Rugby Club applied for a Territory Plan 

Variation in January 2010 (rezoning from Urban Open Space 

to Restricted Access Recreation) to permit development of 

medium density dwellings that will destroy the landscape 

values of the c.1930 oval and restrict public access for 

sports/recreation.  The oval is a significant intact feature of 

ÌÈÙÓàɯ"ÈÕÉÌÙÙÈɀÚɯÜÙÉÈÕɯ×ÓÈÕÕÐÕÎ history. 

 

 Register of the National Estate Places 

The2006 amendments to EPBC Act and the AHC Act 2003 

provide for the eventual disbandment of the Register of 

the National Estate.  From February 2007 no more places 

have been entered in or removed from the RNE.  In 

February 2012 the RNE will no longer be a statutory 

register and will be used only as a data base.  The loss of 

the RNE puts at high risk a number of listed places in the 

ACT (see attachment) which are on Commonwealth land 

and do not have legislative protection from the 

Commonwealth. 


